
Vista del Lago High School                 2018-2019 Course Expectations  
 

English 12 
ERWC 
  
 

C 
OURSE DESCRIPTION: The goal of the Expository Reading and 
Writing Course is to prepare seniors for the literacy demands of 
higher education. Through a sequence of rigorous instructional 
modules, students in this rhetoric-based course develop advanced 

proficiency in expository, analytical, and argumentative reading and writing. 
The cornerstone of the course—the assignment template—presents a process 
for helping students read, comprehend, and respond to nonfiction and liter-
ary texts. Modules also provide instruction in research methods and docu-
mentation conventions. Students will be expected to increase their awareness 
of the rhetorical strategies employed by authors and to apply those strategies 
in their own writing. They will read closely to examine the relationship be-
tween an author’s argument or theme and his or her audience and purpose; to 
analyze the impact of structural and rhetorical strategies; and to examine the 
social, political, and philosophical assumptions that underlie the text. By the 
end of the course, students will be expected to use this process independently 
when reading unfamiliar texts and writing in response to them. Course texts 
include contemporary essays, newspaper and magazine articles, editorials, 
reports, biographies, memos, assorted public documents, and other nonfiction 
texts. 

C 
LASSROOM RULES/
CONSEQUENCES: Teachers 
have a clear job: to teach. Stu-
dents too, have a clear job: to 

learn. Any behavior that interferes with 
the teacher teaching or all students 
learning is unacceptable. If after a warn-
ing, the behavior does not change, the 
consequences will be immediate and 
include any of the following: a private 
conference, a phone call home, deten-
tion, or suspension from class. Frequent 
unacceptable behavior will have more 
severe consequences: conferences with 
parents or school suspensions. 

T 
eacher Web Page/Power School:  The English 
department and individual teachers post grades 
and other information on Individual Teacher 
Web Pages/Power School. 

C 
ITIZENSHIP: The citizenship grade is meas-
ured by your ability and willingness to follow 
the policies of this class.  As an English Depart-
ment, we value courtesy, cooperation, and re-

spect.  The policies reflect this and the standards condu-
cive to an orderly, productive classroom environ-
ment.  Therefore, the following will be used to determine 

your citizenship 
grade: attendance and 
class contribution, 
following directions, 
obeying rules, and 
attitude toward me, 
fellow classmates, and 
substitutes. 

E 
LECTRONIC DEVICES/TECHNOLOGY: English teachers support a firm commit-
ment to the intellectual and ethical use of technology to enhance student learn-
ing.  We encourage students to bring to class a device (Chromebooks are relatively 
inexpensive and a great tool, or a smart phone, tablet, small laptop) on which they 

can access the school’s wi-fi. Students may use the device for further research or to take notes. 
That is not to say that a device is required: students can access technology at home. The care 
and security of the device is the your responsibility. The following activities are disruptive to 
learning and you will no longer be allowed to use your device if the following infractions oc-
cur: 
1. Using the device to engage in any activity that violates district policy or procedures. 
2. Using personal devices during an exam or to cheat or plagiarize. 
3. Communicating with anyone via text message, email or phone call during class time, un-

less authorized by the teacher. 
4. Using the device at an inappropriate time or for researching or surfing the Internet for 

anything other than the assigned work. 
5. Recording or transmitting any audio or video of the actual class without specific teacher 

permission. This includes pictures. 
6. Duplicating or storing any material that breaks copyright law. 
7. Accessing, creating, distributing, or transmitting abusive, slanderous, libelous, discrimi-

natory, or explicit material, including harassing, bullying or threatening another individu-
al in a technological environment. 

This class uses  
several digital  

accounts that  
students will need 
to access. Possible 
accounts include: 

 
Google Drive 

Google Classroom 
Turnitin.com 
Remind.com 

Parents: click here to acknowledge you have 

ready all three pages of the Course Require-

ments:  

https://goo.gl/forms/L3Q5c5Mw7yfb0Rt52


A 
CADEMIC DISHONESTY POLICY: 
At Vista del Lago, academic honesty 
and personal integrity are fundamen-
tal components of a student’s charac-
ter development. Teachers and ad-

ministrators are committed to a school environ-
ment where honesty, integrity, hard work and the 
learning process are valued over the importance 
of good grades at any cost. Students who choose 
to cheat, deprive themselves of the opportunity to 
learn—especially, how to think critically and in-
dependently, essential skills for both college and 
career. Academic dishonesty is destructive to the 
entire school community and engenders mistrust 
and damages relationships between teachers and 
students.  Because students face life changing con-
sequences when they choose to cheat rather than 
earning grades honestly through hard work and 
good study habits, Vista has taken an aggressive, 
proactive approach to this issue through advisory 
lessons and a school-wide Academic Integrity 
Program. Students and parents are required to 
review and sign an Academic Integrity agreement 
that outlines Vista’s policies and consequences for 
any violations.  The Academic Honesty Agree-
ment, along with disciplinary and academic con-
sequences are available on Vista’s website. 
 
Students who plagiarize (or engage in any other 
academically dishonest action) : 
 
First Offense: Report to administration, lower citi-
zenship grade, offer opportunity for revision/
retake for 50% credit. 
Second Offense: Report to administration, lower 
citizenship to a U, no opportunity for revision/
retake. Student will receive a zero on the assign-
ment. 

 

R 
EVISION POLICY:  There is 
a minimum of six formal 
essays, and many informal 
essays, throughout the term. 

The formal essays must be turned in on 
the due date. Students will be issued 
two revision passes per term that may 
be used ONLY for essay revision. Stu-
dents may revise up to two major es-

says per term provided they complete all prewriting and 
formative activities for the essay and conference with the 
teacher so expectations are discussed.  Feedback (both peer 
and teacher) will be provided to students throughout the 
writing process prior to the final draft due date. 
 
 

L 
ate work will be accepted for up to a week after the 
due date and will receive a 5% reduction in score; 
however failure to complete all formative work 
within a unit will eliminate your ability to revise.   

H 
OMEWORK:  A portion of the academic grade 
will be based upon homework assign-
ments.  Although assignments will be made reg-
ularly, they may vary in quantity and complexi-

ty based on subject matter and ability level. Large project 

assignments, including essays, are due on the day they are 
due, even if the student will not be in class. Students who 
are absent should email an electronic copy to the teacher by 
the time the class session is to be held, and then bring a pa-
per copy when he/she returns from absence. 

T 
ESTS:  Students will receive at least two days 
notice prior to major tests. The semester exams, 
which will include information from any part of 
that semester, may also be both objective and es-

say.  Quizzes may be given at any time and without ad-
vance notice.  Make-ups will be taken the day the student 
returns to class.  If this is not possible, it is the student’s re-
sponsibility to arrange alternate scheduling on that return 
day. 

G 
ROUP PROJECTS: 
When participating 
in a group project, 
students will be 
graded individually 

and we will be evaluated based 
on their own work within the 
group.  No group grade or av-
erage score will be used to de-
termine an individual student’s 
grade on a group project.   

 

M 
AKE-UP:  All tests and minor as-
signments are due upon returning 
from an absence. (Long term as-
signments are due on their due 

date—see “ESSAY” section.)  The only exceptions 
will be those assignments GIVEN during the ab-
sence.  These will be due two days after your re-
turn unless designed to be completed over several 
days.  It is the responsibility of the student to 

inquire about any and all missed work and to 
make the necessary arrangements for its comple-
tion. If tests/quizzes/assignments are not made 
up within a week of return (or an arrangement by 
the student with the teacher), the student will re-
ceive a “0” on that test/quiz. 



B 
oth formative and summative assessments 

are essential as tools for gathering and re-

porting student achievement. Formative as-
sessments are used for practice, skill develop-

ment and guiding instruction; summative assessments 

are used as a final measure of student learning at the 

end of a unit or period of instruction. 

 

A PERSONAL NOTE: I hope you will enjoy 
your time with me as much as I will enjoy my 
time with you.  I am a life-long learner who 
looks forward to learning from you as you learn 
from me.  I believe you get exactly what you 
give.  If you always give your best effort, you 
will get the best the world has to of-
fer.  Likewise, if you only ever do the least with 
which you think you can get by, you will get 
the least the world has to offer. Let us all com-
mit to getting the best we can out of our time 
together by always giving our best ef-
fort.  Please do not hesitate to ask me for help – 
that is why I am here.  I welcome the chance to 
work with you.  Together, we can make this an 
excellent year for all of us! 

 

Tyler Fuentes 

tfuentes@fcusd.org 

Rachel Nguyen 

rnguyen@fcusd.org 

Christina Rae,  

crae@fcusd.org 

Tony Ruiz,  

aruiz@fcusd.org 

Brianna Willis,  

bwillis@fcusd.org 

M 
ETHOD OF EVALUATION:  
Grades will be weighted according 
to the  following: 
 
 

Formative Assessments (Assessments FOR Learn-
ing – quizzes, reading checks, study guides, etc) – 
10% 
 
Summative Assessments (Assessments OF Learn-
ing – tests, essay final drafts, presentations, etc) – 
90%.  
 
The semester grade will be based on a running to-
tal of the first and second quarter points and the 
final exam points.  The 6-Point scale will be used 
for letter grades: 

A  =  100% - 83.3%    6-5 Expert-Advanced 

B  =   78.3% - 66.6%    4 Proficient 

C  =   61.6% - 50%    3 Apprentice 

D  =  45% - 33.3%    2 Novice 

F     = <33%  1-0 Unsatisfactory 

E 
XTRA CREDIT: No extra credit will be accept-
ed.  Students are expected to do the reading and writ-
ing assignments as designed for the course.   

M 
ATERIALS:  The recommended materi-
als list includes a blue or black pen, 
sharpened pencil with eraser, high-

lighter, lined paper, every day. Final 
drafts of writing assignments and reports must be 
word-processed.  Students are advised to have daily an 
orderly 3-ring binder in which they keep their notes, 
handouts, assignments, and other course materials. See 
teacher ASAP if you are unable to obtain these materi-
als. Please have your Student ID with you at all times. 

Units/Modules:   
The Rhetoric of the Op-Ed 

Bring a Text 
 Juvenile Justice 

Into the Wild 
This I Believe 

Multicultural/Multi-genre Novel Study 
Dystopian Fiction (Brave New World/1984) 

Gender, and Culture 
 

T 
EXTBOOK/MATERIALS  
RESPONSIBILITY:  Students are financial-
ly responsible for any and all books and 
materials provided to them.  This includes 

damage as well as loss and will be billed accordingly. 

C 
ONFERENCES:  Students will receive help in class 

whenever possible.  Students may also meet with me dur-
ing Advisory or after school.  Please check with me ahead of 
time to ensure my availability. Because students in high 

school should be accepting more responsibility, it is important that 
they are the first to approach the teacher with any issue. If, after a 
meeting with the teacher, the issue still remains, parent involvement/
conferencing is appropriate. The best way to reach teachers is through 

district email. 


